Padma Bhushan

SHRI TOGDAN RINPOCHEY (POSTHUMOUS)

Shri Togdan Rinpochey, recognized as the reincarnation of previous Togden
Rinpoches, a lineage rooted in the Drikung Kagyu tradition, is known for his
contribution in Ladakh's spiritual and political spheres.

2. Born on 1% January, 1938 in Tibet, Shri Togdan Rinpochey received extensive

teachings and empowerments. He held various leadership roles in Ladakh's monastic

community and became a prominent spiritual figure. He embarked on a journey to
Tibet, studying under renowned masters and receiving empowerments, transmissions,
and teachings across different Buddhist traditions. He played an active role in

Ladakh's spiritual and political spheres, serving as a Chos-rje and engaging in social

activities. Throughout his life, he opened and revitalized sacred sites, performed
miraculous deeds, and continued to bestow teachings and empowerments.

S8

Shri Rinpochey was the President of Ladakh Gompa Association from 1972 to
1975. During this period, he attended International Buddhist Conferences held in
Taiwan, Spain, Germany, Switzerland and France. Since 1959, he undertook various
religious as well as social welfare activities in Ladakh and became a popular leader. He
worked tirelessly for raising the consciousness among the Ladakhi populace for the
need of good education, succeeding in sending many students to Srinagar and Jammu.

The main task for him after his return from Tibet was to reorganize the approximately
50 various Drikung monasteries of Ladakh.

4.

In 1967, Shri Rinpochey was elected as the Chairman of the Ladakh Action
Committee, furthering the demands of Ladakh with the Indian Government. Under his
leadership, the Committee was able to get ten demands accepted by the Government.
Thus, he became a known political leader. For four years, he was also appointed as Vice-

Chairman of the Ladakh Development Board. During this period, several developmental
schemes were executed in far-off places in Ladakh. Among the most prominent

achievements were Durbuk Canal, Alchi Bridge, High Schools and many Lower Schools,
Medical Aid Centers at Temisgam, Sumoor, Man-Merak and Skurbuchen.
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Shri Rinpochey was also President of National Conference Party, Leh and was

nominated as MLC (Member of Legislative Council) in the Jammu and Kashmir

Assembly and later elevated to Minister of State for Ladakh Affairs and Planning. As

Minister of State for Ladakh Affairs and Planning, he took various steps for a speedier
development of Ladakh.

\6.

Shri Rinpochey passed away on 24" May, 2023.
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